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1
RADIO APPARATUS TRANSMITTING OR
RECEIVING A SIGNAL INCLUDING
PREDETERMINED INFORMATION

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application is a Divisional of U.S. application Ser. No.
13/425,129 filed on Mar. 20, 2013 which is a Continuation of
International Application No. PCT/JP2011/004331, filed on
Jul. 29, 2011, which in turn claims the benefit of Japanese
Application No. 2010-171668, filed on Jul. 30, 2010, the
disclosures of which Applications are incorporated by refer-
ence herein.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to communication technol-
ogy and especially relates to a radio apparatus, which trans-
mits or receives a signal including predetermined informa-
tion.

2. Description of the Related Art

In order to prevent a collision accident at an intersection,
road-to-vehicle communication has been studied. In the road-
to-vehicle communication, information about a status at the
intersection is communicated between a road-side apparatus
and an in-vehicle apparatus. In the road-to-vehicle commu-
nication, it is required to install the road-side apparatus, so
that time and effort and a cost increase.

On the other hand, in inter-vehicle communication, that is
to say, a mode in which the information is communicated
between the in-vehicle apparatuses, it is not required to install
the road-side apparatus. In this case, by detecting current
positional information in real time by a global positioning
system (GPS) and the like, for example, and exchanging the
positional information between the in-vehicle apparatuses, it
is judged on which road, which enters the intersection, its own
vehicle and other vehicles are located.

An access control function referred to as carrier sense
multiple access with collision avoidance (CSMA/CA) is used
in a wireless local area network (LAN), which meets the
IEEE802.11 standards and the like. Therefore, one radio
channel is shared by a plurality of terminal apparatuses in the
wireless LAN. In such CSMA/CA, a packet signal is trans-
mitted after it is confirmed that another packet signal is not
transmitted by carrier sense.

On the other hand, when the wireless LAN is applied to the
inter-vehicle communication such as intelligent transport
systems (ITS), it is required to transmit the information to a
large indefinite number of terminal apparatuses, so that it is
desired that the signal is broadcast-transmitted. However, at
the intersection and the like, by increase in traffic due to
increase in the number of vehicles, that is to say, increase in
the number of terminal apparatuses, it is supposed that colli-
sion of the packet signals increases. As a result, data included
in the packet signal is not transferred to another terminal
apparatus. When such a state occurs in the inter-vehicle com-
munication, an object to prevent the collision accident at the
intersection is not achieved. Also, since various communica-
tion environments are supposed, it is desired to execute a
communication process according to a communication envi-
ronment.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is achieved in view of such circum-
stances, and an object thereof'is to provide the radio apparatus
suitable for the communication environment.
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2

In order to solve the above-described problem, a radio
apparatus according to an aspect of the present invention is
provided with a detecting unit configured to detect movement
from a first area to a second area, the first area and the second
area defined as areas having different priorities; a communi-
cating unit configured to change a communication process
defined in the first area to a communication process defined in
the second area if the detecting unit detects the movement;
and a notifying unit configured to notify that the area changed
if the detecting unit detects the movement.

Another aspect of the present invention also is the radio
apparatus. The apparatus is provided with a detecting unit
configured to detect movement between a first areca and a
second area, the first area formed around an installed position
of'a base station apparatus and the second area formed on the
outside of the first area relative to the base station apparatus;
a communicating unit configured to change a communication
process between the communication process in the first area,
which should be performed according to operation timing of
the base station apparatus, and a communication process in
the second area, which should be performed irrespective of
the operation timing of the base station apparatus, if the
detecting unit detects the movement; and a notifying unit
configured to notify that the area changed if the detecting unit
detects the movement.

Still another aspect of the present invention also is the radio
apparatus. The apparatus is the radio apparatus, which
executes communication with another radio apparatus pro-
vided with an estimating unit configured to estimate whether
the radio apparatus is present in a vehicle or on the outside of
the vehicle; and a communicating unit configured to execute
atransmission process and a reception process if the estimat-
ing unit estimates that the radio apparatus is present in the
vehicle. The communicating unit stops at least one of the
transmission process and the reception process if the estimat-
ing unit estimates that the radio apparatus is present on the
outside of the vehicle.

Still another aspect of the present invention also is the radio
apparatus. The apparatus, which executes communication
with another radio apparatus, comprising: an estimating unit
configured to estimate whether the radio apparatus is present
in a predetermined area according to a reception status of a
packet signal from a base station apparatus; and a communi-
cating unit configured to execute a transmission process and
a reception process. The communicating unit stops at least
one of the transmission process and the reception process if
the estimating unit estimates that the radio apparatus is
present on the outside of the predetermined area.

The communicating unit stops the reception process out of
the transmission process and the reception process.

Still another aspect of the present invention also is the radio
apparatus. The apparatus, which executes communication
with another radio apparatus, comprising: an estimating unit
configured to estimate whether the radio apparatus is present
in a vehicle or on the outside of the vehicle; a connecting unit
connected to a power supply terminal provided on the
vehicle; and a battery configured to drive the radio apparatus
if the connecting unit is not connected to the power supply
terminal. The estimating unit estimates that the radio appara-
tus is present on the outside of the vehicle if the radio appa-
ratus is driven by the battery.

Meanwhile, optional combination of the above-described
components and those obtained by converting representation
of the present invention among a method, an apparatus, a
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system, a recording medium, and a computer program also
are effective as an aspect of the present invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Embodiments will now be described, byway of example
only, with reference to the accompanying drawings which are
meant to be exemplary, not limiting, and wherein like ele-
ments are numbered alike in several Figures, in which:

FIG. 1 is a view illustrating a configuration of a commu-
nication system according to an embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 2 is aview illustrating a configuration of a base station
apparatus in FIG. 1;

FIGS. 3A to 3D are views illustrating formats of frames
defined in a communication system in FIG. 1;

FIGS. 4A and 4B are views illustrating configurations of a
priority area and a general area;

FIGS. 5A and 5B are views illustrating a configuration of a
subframe in FIGS. 3A to 3D;

FIGS. 6A and 6B are views illustrating a format of a MAC
frame stored in a packet signal defined in the communication
system in FIG. 1;

FIG. 7 is a view illustrating a configuration of a terminal
apparatus mounted on a vehicle in FIG. 1;

FIG. 8 is a flowchart illustrating a selection procedure of a
priority period or a general period in the terminal apparatus in
FIG. 7,

FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating a display procedure in the
terminal apparatus in FIG. 7;

FIG.10is a view illustrating a configuration of the terminal
apparatus according to a modified example of the present
invention;

FIG. 11 is a flowchart illustrating a procedure in the termi-
nal apparatus in FIG. 10; and

FIG. 12 is a flowchart illustrating the procedure in the
terminal apparatus according to another modified example of
the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The invention will now be described by reference to the
preferred embodiments. This does not intend to limit the
scope of the present invention, but to exemplify the invention.

Before specifically describing the present invention, we
describe an outline thereof. An embodiment of the present
invention relates to a communication system, which executes
inter-vehicle communication between terminal apparatuses
mounted on vehicles and also executes road-to-vehicle com-
munication from a base station apparatus installed at an inter-
section and the like to the terminal apparatus. As the inter-
vehicle communication, the terminal apparatus broadcast-
transmits a packet signal in which information such as a speed
and a position of the vehicle (hereinafter, referred to as
“data”) is stored. Also, another terminal apparatus receives
the packet signal and recognizes approach and the like of the
vehicle based on the data. Herein, the base station apparatus
repeatedly defines a frame in which a plurality of subframes
are included. The base station apparatus selects any one of a
plurality of subframes for the road-to-vehicle communication
and broadcast-transmits the packet signal in which control
information and the like is stored in a period on a head part of
the selected subframe.

The control information includes information about a
period for the base station apparatus to broadcast-transmit the
packet signal (hereinafter, referred to as a “road-to-vehicle
transmission period”). The terminal apparatus specifies the
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road-to-vehicle transmission period based on the control
information and transmits the packet signal in a period other
than the road-to-vehicle transmission period. In this manner,
time-division multiplexing of the road-to-vehicle communi-
cation and the inter-vehicle communication is performed,
collision probability of the packet signals of both of them is
decreased. That is to say, by recognition of contents of the
control information by the terminal apparatus, interference
between the road-to-vehicle communication and the inter-
vehicle communication is decreased. Also, areas in which the
terminal apparatus, which executes the inter-vehicle commu-
nication, is present are principally classified into three types.

One of them is the area formed around the base station
apparatus (hereinafter, referred to as a “first area), another one
is the area formed on the outside of the first area (hereinafter,
referred to as a “second area™), and still another one is the area
formed on the outside of the second area (hereinafter, referred
to as an “outside of the second area”). Herein, although the
terminal apparatus may receive the packet signal from the
base station apparatus with a certain level of quality in the first
and second areas, the terminal apparatus cannot receive the
packet signal from the base station apparatus with a certain
level of quality on the outside of the second area. Also, the
first area is formed so as to be closer to the center of the
intersection than the second area. Herein, following two sta-
tuses are supposed according to a shape of the intersection.

A first status is a case in which the vehicle present in the
second area is going to enter the intersection, so that the
packet signal from the terminal apparatus mounted on this
vehicle is considered to be important information in terms of
inhibiting a collision accident. A second status is a case in
which the vehicle present in the first area is present in the
vicinity of the intersection, so that the packet signal from the
terminal apparatus mounted on this vehicle is considered to
be the important information in terms of inhibiting the colli-
sion accident. In this manner, it is required to set a priority
according to a position at which the packet signal should be
transmitted. Meanwhile, if a driver may recognize the priority
set for the area in which the vehicle is present, the driver may
reflect the same to driving. For example, if the driver recog-
nizes that the vehicle is present in the area with a high priority,
the driver may drive more carefully because possibility of the
collision accident is high. Therefore, it is desired to allow the
driver to recognize the priority set for the area in which the
vehicle is present.

Corresponding to such definition of the area, a period for
the inter-vehicle communication (hereinafter, referred to as
an “inter-vehicle transmission period”) is formed by the time-
division multiplexing of a priority period and a general
period. The priority period is formed of a plurality of slots and
the terminal apparatus broadcasts the packet signal by any
one of a plurality of slots. Also, the general period has a
predetermined period and the terminal apparatus broadcasts
the packet signal by a CSMA scheme in the general period.
The terminal apparatus present on the outside of the second
area transmits the packet signal by the CSMA scheme irre-
spective of a configuration of the frame. In the above-de-
scribed first status, the terminal apparatus present in the sec-
ond area is allowed to use the priority period and the terminal
apparatus present in the first area is allowed to use the general
period. Also, in the above-described second status, the termi-
nal apparatus present in the first area is allowed to use the
priority period and the terminal apparatus present in the sec-
ond area is allowed to use the general period.

Herein, it is judged in which area the terminal apparatus
mounted on the vehicle is present. It is preferable for the
driver to be able to recognize the area in which the terminal
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apparatus is present. When a risk of the collision accident is
higher in the priority area than in the general area, if the driver
recognizes presence in the priority area, the driver may drive
more carefully. That is to say, it is possible to invite the
driver’s attention. In order to respond to this, the terminal
apparatus notifies the driver of the area in which this is
present, thereby allowing the driver to recognize change in
the area.

FIG. 1 illustrates a configuration of a communication sys-
tem 100 according to the embodiment of the present inven-
tion. This corresponds to a case in which one intersection is
seen from above. The communication system 100 includes a
base station apparatus 10, a first vehicle 12a, a second vehicle
125, a third vehicle 12¢, a fourth vehicle 124, a fifth vehicle
12e, a sixth vehicle 12f, a seventh vehicle 12g, and an eighth
vehicle 12/, which are collectively referred to as vehicles 12,
and a network 202. Meanwhile, the terminal apparatus not
illustrated is mounted on each vehicle 12. Also, a first area
210 is formed around the base station apparatus 10, a second
area 212 is formed on the outside of the first area 210, and the
outside of the second area 214 is formed on the outside of the
second area 212.

Asillustrated, a road in a horizontal direction, that is to say,
in a right-left direction of the drawing and a road in a vertical
direction, that is to say, in an up-down direction of the draw-
ing intersect with each other on a central portion. Herein, an
upper side of the drawing corresponds to the “north”, a left
side thereof corresponds to the “west”, a lower side thereof
corresponds to the “south”, and a right side thereof corre-
sponds to the “east”. Also, a portion at which the two roads
intersect with each other is the “intersection”. The first and
second vehicles 12a and 126 travel from left to right and the
third and fourth vehicles 12¢ and 124 travel from right to left.
Also, the fifth and sixth vehicles 12¢ and 12f travel from
above downward and the seventh and eighth vehicles 12g and
12/ travel from below upward.

In the communication system 100, the base station appa-
ratus 10 is arranged at the intersection. The base station appa-
ratus 10 controls communication between the terminal appa-
ratuses. The base station apparatus 10 repeatedly generates
the frame including a plurality of subframes based on a signal
received from a GPS satellite not illustrated and the frame
formed by another base station apparatus 10 not illustrated.
Herein, it is defined such that the road-to-vehicle transmis-
sion period may be set on the head part of each subframe. The
base station apparatus 10 selects the subframe in which the
road-to-vehicle transmission period is not set by another base
station apparatus 10 out of a plurality of subframes. The base
station apparatus 10 sets the road-to-vehicle transmission
period on the head part of the selected subframe. The base
station apparatus 10 broadcasts the packet signal in the set
road-to-vehicle transmission period.

A plurality of types of data are supposed as the data, which
should be included in the packet signal. One of them is the
data such as traffic jam information and construction infor-
mation and another one is the data about each slot included in
the priority period. The latter includes the slot, which is not
used by any terminal apparatus (hereinafter, referred to as an
“empty slot”), the slot used by one terminal apparatus (here-
inafter, referred to as a “used slot™), and the slot used by a
plurality of terminal apparatuses (hereinafter, referred to as a
“collision slot”). The packet signal including the data such as
the traffic jam information and the construction information
(hereinafter, referred to as an “RSU packet signal”) and the
packet signal including the data about each slot (hereinafter,
referred to as a “control packet signal”) are separately gener-
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6

ated. The RSU packet signal and the control packet signal are
collectively referred to as the “packet signals”.

The first area 210 and the second area 212 are formed
around the communication system 100 according to a recep-
tion status at the time when the terminal apparatus receives
the packet signal from the base station apparatus 10. As
illustrated, the first area 210 is formed in the vicinity of the
base station apparatus 10 as the area in which the reception
status is relatively excellent. It also may be said that the first
area 210 is formed in the vicinity of a central portion of the
intersection. On the other hand, the second area 212 is formed
on the outside of the first area 210 as the area in which the
reception status is worse than that in the first area 210. Fur-
ther, the outside of the second area 214 is formed on the
outside of the second area 212 as the area in which the recep-
tion status is further worse than that in the second area 212.
Meanwhile, an error rate and received power of the packet
signal are used as the reception status.

Two types of control information are included in the packet
signal from the base station apparatus 10, one of which is
information about the set road-to-vehicle transmission period
(hereinafter, referred to as a “basic part”) and the other of
which is the information about the set priority period (here-
inafter, referred to as an “expanded part”). The terminal appa-
ratus generates the frame based on the basic part included in
the received packet signal. As a result, the frame generated by
each of a plurality of terminal apparatuses is synchronized
with the frame generated by the base station apparatus 10.
Also, the terminal apparatus receives the packet signal broad-
casted by the base station apparatus 10 and estimates in which
ofthe first area 210, the second area 212, and the outside of the
second area 214 this is present based on the reception status
and the expanded part of the received packet signal.

Further, the information indicating -correspondence
between the area and the inter-vehicle transmission period
(hereinafter, referred to as a “priority area identifier”) is
included in the expanded part included in the packet signal
from the base station apparatus 10. It may be said that the
information indicating the correspondence between the area
and the inter-vehicle transmission period is the information
indicating in which of the first area 210 and the second area
212 the priority period should be used. Herein, a first arrange-
ment and a second arrangement are defined, and in the first
arrangement, the general period is used in the first area 210
and the priority period is used in the second area 212. On the
other hand, in the second arrangement, the priority period is
used in the first area 210 and the general period is used in the
second area 212. The terminal apparatus broadcasts the
packet signal by carrier sense in the general period when the
priority area identifier indicates the first arrangement and this
is present in the first area 210, and broadcasts the packet
signal by any one of the slots included in the priority period
when this is present in the second area 212. The terminal
apparatus broadcasts the packet signal by any one of the slots
included in the priority period when the priority area identi-
fier indicates the second arrangement and this is present in the
first area 210, and broadcasts the packet signal by the carrier
sense in the general period when this is present in the second
area 212.

As a result, TDMA is executed in the priority period and
CSMA/CA is executed in the general period. Meanwhile, the
terminal apparatus selects the subframe having identical rela-
tive timing also in a next frame. Especially, in the priority
period, the terminal apparatus selects the slot having the
identical relative timing in the next frame. Herein, the termi-
nal apparatus obtains the data and stores the data in the packet
signal. Information about a present position, for example, is
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included in the data. The terminal apparatus also stores the
control information in the packet signal. That is to say, the
control information transmitted from the base station appa-
ratus 10 is transferred by the terminal apparatus. On the other
hand, when the terminal apparatus estimates that this is
present on the outside of the second area 214, this executes the
CSMA/CA irrespective of the configuration of the frame,
thereby broadcasting the packet signal.

FIG. 2 illustrates a configuration of the base station appa-
ratus 10. The base station apparatus 10 includes an antenna
20, an RF unit 22, a modem unit 24, a processing unit 26, a
control unit 30, and a network communicating unit 80. The
processing unit 26 includes a frame defining unit 40, a select-
ing unit 42, a detecting unit 44, a generating unit 46, and a
setting unit 48. The RF unit 22 receives the packet signal from
the terminal apparatus and another base station apparatus 10
not illustrated by the antenna 20 as a reception process. The
RF unit 22 executes frequency conversion of the received
packet signal at a radio frequency, thereby generating a base-
band packet signal. Further, the RF unit 22 outputs the base-
band packet signal to the modem unit 24. In general, the
baseband packet signal is formed of an in-phase component
and a quadrature component, so that two signal lines should
be indicated; however, only one signal line is herein indicated
for making the drawing clear. The RF unit 22 also includes a
low noise amplifier (LNA), a mixer, an AGC, and an A/D
converting unit.

The RF unit 22 executes the frequency conversion of the
baseband packet signal input from the modem unit 24,
thereby generating the packet signal at the radio frequency as
a transmission process. Further, the RF unit 22 transmits the
packet signal at the radio frequency from the antenna 20 in the
road-to-vehicle transmission period. The RF unit 22 also
includes a power amplifier (PA), the mixer, and a D/A con-
verting unit.

The modem unit 24 executes demodulation of the baseband
packet signal from the RF unit 22 as the reception process.
Further, the modem unit 24 outputs a demodulated result to
the processing unit 26. Also, the modem unit 24 executes
modulation of the data from the processing unit 26 as the
transmission process. Further, the modem unit 24 outputs a
modulated result to the RF unit 22 as the baseband packet
signal. Herein, since the communication system 100 supports
an orthogonal frequency division multiplexing (OFDM)
modulation method, the modem unit 24 also executes fast
Fourier transform (FFT) as the reception process and
executes inverse fast Fourier transform (IFFT) as the trans-
mission process.

The frame defining unit 40 receives the signal from the
GPS satellite not illustrated and obtains information of time
based on the received signal. Meanwhile, the well-known
technology may be used for obtaining the information of
time, so that the description thereof is not repeated here. The
frame defining unit 40 generates a plurality of frames based
on the information of time. For example, the frame defining
unit 40 generates 10 frames of “100 msec” by dividing a
period of “1 sec” into ten parts based on timing indicated by
the information of time. It is defined such that the frames are
repeated by repeating such process. Meanwhile, the frame
defining unit 40 may detect the control information from the
demodulated result and generate the frame based on the
detected control information. Such process corresponds to
generation of the frame synchronized with the timing of the
frame formed by another base station apparatus 10. FIGS. 3A
to 3D illustrate formats of the frames defined in the commu-
nication system 100. FIG. 3A illustrates the configuration of
the frame. The frame is formed of N subframes represented as
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first to Nth subframes. For example, when a length of the
frame is 100 msec and N is 8, the subframes having a length
of 12.5 msec are defined. FIGS. 3B to 3D will be described
later, and FIG. 2 is referred to again.

The selecting unit 42 selects the subframe in which the
road-to-vehicle transmission period should be set out of a
plurality of subframes included in the frame. Specifically
described, the selecting unit 42 receives the frame defined by
the frame defining unit 40. The selecting unit 42 inputs the
demodulated result from another base station apparatus 10 or
the terminal apparatus not illustrated through the RF unit 22
and the modem unit 24. The selecting unit 42 extracts the
demodulated result from another base station apparatus 10
out of input demodulated results. A method of extracting is to
be described later. The selecting unit 42 specifies the sub-
frame, which receives the demodulated result, thereby speci-
fying the subframe, which does not receive the demodulated
result. This corresponds to specification of the subframe in
which the road-to-vehicle transmission period is not set by
another base station apparatus 10, that is to say, an unused
subframe. When there are a plurality of unused subframes, the
selecting unit 42 randomly selects one subframe. When there
is not the unused subframe, that is to say, when each of a
plurality of subframes is used, the selecting unit 42 obtains
the received power corresponding to the demodulated result
and preferentially selects the subframe with small received
power.

FIG. 3B illustrates the configuration of the frame generated
by a first base station apparatus 10a. The first base station
apparatus 10q sets the road-to-vehicle transmission period on
the head part of the first subframe. Also, the first base station
apparatus 10a sets the inter-vehicle transmission period fol-
lowing the road-to-vehicle transmission period in the first
subframe. The inter-vehicle transmission period is the period
in which the terminal apparatus may broadcast the packet
signal. That is to say, it is defined such that the first base
station apparatus 10a may broadcast the packet signal in the
road-to-vehicle transmission period being a head period of
the first subframe and the terminal apparatus may broadcast
the packet signal in the inter-vehicle transmission period
other than the road-to-vehicle transmission period in the
frame. Further, the first base station apparatus 10a sets only
the inter-vehicle transmission period in the second to Nth
subframes.

FIG. 3Cillustrates the configuration of the frame generated
by a second base station apparatus 105. The second base
station apparatus 105 sets the road-to-vehicle transmission
period on the head part of the second subframe. Also, the
second base station apparatus 105 sets the inter-vehicle trans-
mission period in a part subsequent to the road-to-vehicle
transmission period in the second subframe, the first sub-
frame and the third to Nth subframes. FIG. 3D illustrates the
configuration of the frame generated by a third base station
apparatus 10c. The third base station apparatus 10c¢ sets the
road-to-vehicle transmission period on the head part of the
third subframe. Also, the third base station apparatus 10c sets
the inter-vehicle transmission period in a part subsequent to
the road-to-vehicle transmission period in the third subframe,
the first subframe, the second subframe, and the fourth to Nth
subframes. In this manner, a plurality of base station appara-
tuses 10 select different subframes and set the road-to-vehicle
transmission period on the head part of the selected subframe.
FIG. 2 is referred to again. The selecting unit 42 outputs a
number of the selected subframe to the detecting unit 44 and
the generating unit 46.

The setting unit 48 has an interface for receiving an instruc-
tion from a business operator and receives a setting instruc-
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tion of a parameter through the interface. For example, the
interface is a button and the setting unit 48 receives the setting
instruction of the parameter by an input to the button. Also,
the interface may be a connecting terminal to the network
communicating unit 80 to be described later. At that time, the
setting unit 48 receives the setting instruction of the param-
eter through the network communicating unit 80 and the
network 202 and a personal computer not illustrated. Herein,
the setting instruction of the parameter is about whether to use
the first arrangement or use the second arrangement. The
setting unit 48 outputs the received setting instruction to the
generating unit 46.

FIGS. 4A and 4B are views illustrating configurations of
the priority area and the general area. The first area 210, the
second area 212, and the outside of the second area 214
illustrated in the drawings are similar to those in FIG. 1. FIG.
4A corresponds to the first arrangement. The first area 210
around the base station apparatus 10 not illustrated is set as
the general area. The general area is the area in which the
general period should be used. Therefore, a terminal appara-
tus 14 present in the general area may broadcast the packet
signal in the general period. The second area enclosing the
first area 210 is set as the priority area. The priority area is the
area in which the priority period should be used. Therefore,
the terminal apparatus 14 present in the priority area may
broadcast the packet signal in each slot forming the priority
period. FIG. 4B corresponds to the second arrangement. The
first area 210 is set as the priority period and the second area
212 is set as the general period. Meanwhile, sizes of the first
area 210 and the second area 212 may be different in the first
arrangement and in the second arrangement. FIG. 2 is
referred to again.

The detecting unit 44 specifies whether each of a plurality
of'slots included in the priority period is unused or being used,
or collision occurs therein. Before describing a process of the
detecting unit 44, we herein describe a configuration of the
subframe. FIGS. 5A and 5B illustrate the configuration of the
subframe. As illustrated, one subframe is composed of the
road-to-vehicle transmission period, the priority period, and
the general period in this order. The base station apparatus 10
broadcasts the packet signal in the road-to-vehicle transmis-
sion period, the priority period is formed by the time-division
multiplexing of a plurality of slots and the terminal apparatus
14 may broadcast the packet signal in each slot, and the
general period has a predetermined length and the terminal
apparatus 14 may broadcast the packet signal. The priority
period and the general period correspond to the inter-vehicle
transmission period in FIG. 3B and the like. Meanwhile,
when the road-to-vehicle transmission period is not included
in the subframe, the subframe is composed of the priority
period and the general period in this order. At that time, the
road-to-vehicle transmission period also is the priority
period. FIG. 5B is to be described later. FIG. 3 is referred to
again.

The detecting unit 44 measures the received power for each
slot and also measures the error rate for each slot. An example
of the error rate is a bit error rate (BER). When the received
power is smaller than a threshold for received power, the
detecting unit 44 judges that this slot is unused (hereinafter,
such slot is referred to as the “empty slot”). Onthe other hand,
when the received power is not smaller than the threshold for
received power and the error rate is lower than a threshold for
error rate, the detecting unit 44 judges that this slot is in use
(hereinafter, such slot is referred to as the “used slot”). When
the received power is not smaller than the threshold for
received power and the error rate is not lower than the thresh-
old for error rate, the detecting unit 44 judges that collision
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occurs in this slot (hereinafter, such slot is referred to as the
“collision slot”). The detecting unit 44 executes such process
for all the slots and outputs a result (hereinafter, referred to as
a “detected result”) to the generating unit 46.

The generating unit 46 receives the setting instruction from
the setting unit 48, receives the number of the subframe from
the selecting unit 42, and receives the detected result from the
detecting unit 44. The generating unit 46 sets the road-to-
vehicle transmission period in the subframe having the
received subframe number and generates the control packet
signal and the RSU packet signal, which should be broad-
casted in the road-to-vehicle transmission period. FIG. 5B
illustrates an arrangement of the packet signal in the road-to-
vehicle transmission period. As illustrated, one control packet
signal and a plurality of RSU packet signals are arranged in
the road-to-vehicle transmission period. Herein, adjacent
packet signals are separated from each other by a short inter-
frame space (SIFS). FIG. 2 is referred to again.

Configurations of the control packet signal and the RSU
packet signal are herein described. FIGS. 6A and 6B illustrate
a format of a MAC frame stored in the packet signal defined
in the communication system 100. FIG. 6A illustrates the
format of the MAC frame. In this MAC frame, a “MAC
header”, an “LLC header”, a “message header”, a “data pay-
load”, and a “FCS” are arranged in this order from a head
thereof. When the detected result is included in the data
payload, the packet signal in which the MAC frame is stored
corresponds to the control packet signal. Also, when the gen-
erating unit 46 receives the data such as the traffic jam infor-
mation and the construction information from the network
communicating unit 80, this stores them in the data payload.
The packet signal in which such MAC frame is stored corre-
sponds to the RSU packet signal. Herein, the network com-
municating unit 80 is connected to the network 202 not illus-
trated. The packet signal broadcasted in the priority period
and the general period also stores the MAC frame illustrated
in FIG. 6A.

FIG. 6B is a view illustrating a configuration of the mes-
sage header generated by the generating unit 46. The message
header includes the basic part and the expanded part. As
described above, the configuration of the control packet sig-
nal and that of the RSU packet signal are identical to each
other, so that the basic part and the expanded part are included
therein. The basic part includes a “protocol version”, a “trans-
mitting node type”, a “number of reused times”, a “TSF
timer”, and an “RSU transmission period length” and the
expanded part includes an “inter-vehicle slot size”, a “prior-
ity/general ratio”, a “priority/general threshold”, and a “pri-
ority area identifier”.

The protocol version indicates a version of a corresponding
protocol. The transmitting node type indicates a source of the
packet signal in which the MAC frame is included. For
example, “0” indicates the terminal apparatus and “1” indi-
cates the base station apparatus 10. When the selecting unit 42
extracts the demodulated result from another base station
apparatus 10 out of the input demodulated results, the select-
ing unit 42 utilizes a value of the transmitting node type. The
number of reused times indicates an index of validity when
the message header is transferred by the terminal apparatus
and the TSF timer indicates a transmission time. The RSU
transmission period length indicates a length of the road-to-
vehicle transmission period and it may be said that this is the
information about the road-to-vehicle transmission period.

The inter-vehicle slot size indicates a size of the slot
included in the priority period, the priority/general ratio indi-
cates a ratio of the priority period and the general period, and
the priority/general threshold is the threshold for allowing the
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terminal apparatus 14 to select usage of the priority period or
usage of the general period and is the threshold for the
received power. The priority area identifier is the identifier for
indicating which of the first arrangement and the second
arrangement is used. Herein, when the first arrangement is
used, that is to say, when the arrangement in FIG. 4A is used,
the priority area identifier is set to “0”. Also, when the second
arrangement is used, that is to say, when the arrangement in
FIG. 4B is used, the priority area identifier is set to “1”. In this
manner, the expanded part corresponds to the information
about the priority period and the general period. FIG. 2 is
referred to again.

The processing unit 26 allows the modem unit 24 and the
RF unit 22 to broadcast-transmit the packet signal in the
road-to-vehicle transmission period. That is to say, the pro-
cessing unit 26 broadcasts the control packet signal and the
RSU packet signal including the basic part and the expanded
part in a base station broadcasting period. The control unit 30
controls a process of an entire base station apparatus 10.

Although this configuration may be realized by a CPU, a
memory, and another LSI of an optional computer in a hard-
ware aspect and is realized by a program loaded on the
memory and the like in a software aspect, a functional block
realized by combination of them is herein described. There-
fore, one skilled in the art may comprehend that the functional
block may be realized in various modes only by hardware or
combination of the hardware and software.

FIG. 7 illustrates a configuration of the terminal apparatus
14 mounted on the vehicle 12. The terminal apparatus 14
includes an antenna 50, an RF unit 52, a modem unit 54, a
processing unit 56, and a control unit 58. The processing unit
56 includes a generating unit 64, a timing specifying unit 60,
a transfer determining unit 90, a notifying unit 70, and an
obtaining unit 72. Also, the timing specifying unit 60 includes
an extracting unit 66, a selecting unit 92, and a carrier sense
unit 94. The antenna 50, the RF unit 52, and the modem unit
54 execute the processes similar to those of the antenna 20,
the RF unit 22, and the modem unit 24 in FIG. 2. Therefore,
difference is herein mainly described.

The modem unit 54 and the processing unit 56 receive the
packet signal from another terminal apparatus 14 and the base
station apparatus 10 not illustrated. Meanwhile, as described
above, the modem unit 54 and the processing unit 56 receive
the packet signal from the base station apparatus 10 in the
road-to-vehicle transmission period. As described above, the
modem unit 54 and the processing unit 56 receive the packet
signal from another terminal apparatus 14 in the priority
period and the general period.

The extracting unit 66 specifies the timing of the subframe
in which the road-to-vehicle transmission period is arranged
when the demodulated result from the modem unit 54 is the
packet signal from the base station apparatus 10 not illus-
trated. Also, the extracting unit 66 generates the frame based
on the timing of the subframe and contents of the basic part in
the message header of the packet signal, specifically, the
contents of the RSU transmission period length. Meanwhile,
the frame may be generated in the same manner as in the
above-described frame defining unit 40, so that the descrip-
tion thereof is not repeated here. As a result, the extracting
unit 66 generates the frame synchronized with the frame
formed by the base station apparatus 10.

The extracting unit 66 measures the received power of the
packet signal from the base station apparatus 10. The extract-
ing unit 66 estimates whether the terminal apparatus is
present in the first area 210, in the second area 212, or on the
outside of the second area 214 based on the measured
received power. For example, the extracting unit 66 stores a
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threshold for area judgment. The threshold for area judgment
corresponds to the above-described priority/general thresh-
old. When the received power is larger than the threshold for
area judgment, the extracting unit 66 determines that the
terminal apparatus is present in the first area 210. When the
received power is not larger than the threshold for area judg-
ment, the extracting unit 66 determines that the terminal
apparatus is present in the second area 212. When the packet
signal from the base station apparatus 10 is not received, the
extracting unit 66 determines that the terminal apparatus is
present on the outside of the second area 212. Meanwhile, the
extracting unit 66 may use the error rate and combination of
the received power and the error rate in place of the received
power.

The extracting unit 66 determines whether the area in
which the terminal apparatus is now present is the priority
area or the general area based on an estimated result and the
priority area identifier. When the priority area identifieris “1”,
the extracting unit 66 selects the priority area when the ter-
minal apparatus is present in the first area 210 and selects the
general area when this is present in the second area 212. On
the other hand, when the priority area identifier is “0”, the
extracting unit 66 selects the general area when this is present
in the first area 210 and selects the priority area when the
terminal apparatus is present in the second area 212.

Further, the extracting unit 66 selects timing, which is not
related to the configuration of the frame, when this estimates
that the terminal apparatus is present on the outside of the
second area 214. The extracting unit 66 selects the general
period when this selects the general area. The extracting unit
66 selects the priority period when this selects the priority
area. When the extracting unit 66 selects the priority period,
this outputs the detected result included in the data payload of
the control packet signal to the selecting unit 92. When the
extracting unit 66 selects the general period, this outputs the
timings of the frame and the subframe and the information
about the inter-vehicle transmission period to the carrier
sense unit 94. The extracting unit 66 instructs the carrier sense
unit 94 to execute the carrier sense when this selects the
timing, which is not related to the configuration of the frame.

The selecting unit 92 receives the detected result from the
extracting unit 66. As described above, the detected result
indicates whether each of a plurality slots included in the
priority period is the empty slot, the used slot or the collision
slot. The selecting unit 92 selects any one of the empty slots.
When the slot is already selected, the selecting unit 92 con-
tinuously selects the identical slot when this slot is the used
slot. On the other hand, when the slot is already selected, the
selecting unit 92 newly selects the empty slot when this slot is
the collision slot. The selecting unit 92 notifies the generating
unit 64 of the information about the selected slot as transmis-
sion timing.

The carrier sense unit 94 receives the timings of the frame
and the subframe and the information about the inter-vehicle
transmission period from the extracting unit 66. The carrier
sense unit 94 measures interference power by executing the
carrier sense in the general period. Also, the carrier sense unit
94 determines the transmission timing in the general period
based on the interference power. Specifically described, the
carrier sense unit 94 stores a predetermined threshold in
advance and compares the interference power with the thresh-
old. When the interference power is smaller than the thresh-
old, the carrier sense unit 94 determines the transmission
timing. The carrier sense unit 94 determines the transmission
timing by executing the CSMA without considering the con-
figuration of the frame when this is instructed by the extract-
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ing unit 66 to execute the carrier sense. The carrier sense unit
94 notifies the generating unit 64 of the determined transmis-
sion timing.

The obtaining unit 72 includes a GPS receiver, a gyro-
scope, a vehicle speed sensor and the like not illustrated and
obtains a present position, a travel direction, a moving speed
and the like (hereinafter, collectively referred to as “posi-
tional information”) of the vehicle 12 not illustrated, that is to
say, the vehicle 12 on which the terminal apparatus 14 is
mounted by the data supplied therefrom. Meanwhile, the
present position is indicated by latitude and longitude. The
well-known technology may be used to obtain them, so that
the description thereof is not repeated here. The obtaining
unit 72 outputs the positional information to the generating
unit 64.

The transfer determining unit 90 controls transfer of the
message header. The transfer determining unit 90 extracts the
message header from the packet signal. When the packet
signal is directly transmitted from the base station apparatus
10, the number of reused times is set to “0”; however, when
the packet signal is transmitted from another terminal appa-
ratus 14, the number of reused times is set to a value “1 or
larger”. The transfer determining unit 90 selects the message
header, which should be transferred, from the extracted mes-
sage headers. Herein, the message header having the smallest
number of reused times is selected, for example. The transfer
determining unit 90 may also generate a new message header
by synthesizing contents included in a plurality of message
headers. The transfer determining unit 90 outputs the mes-
sage header, which is a target of selection, to the generating
unit 64. At that time, the transfer determining unit 90 incre-
ments the number of reused times by “1”.

The generating unit 64 receives the positional information
from the obtaining unit 72 and receives the message header
from the transfer determining unit 90. The generating unit 64
uses the MAC frame illustrated in FIGS. 6A and 6B to store
the positional information in the data payload. The generating
unit 64 generates the packet signal including the MAC frame
and broadcast-transmits the generated packet signal through
the modem unit 54, the RF unit 52, and the antenna 50 at the
transmission timing determined by the selecting unit 92 or the
carrier sense unit 94. Meanwhile, the transmission timing is
included in the inter-vehicle transmission period.

The notifying unit 70 obtains the packet signal from the
base station apparatus 10 not illustrated in the road-to-vehicle
transmission period and obtains the packet signal from
another terminal apparatus 14 not illustrated in the inter-
vehicle transmission period. The notifying unit 70 notifies the
driver of the approach and the like of another vehicle 12 not
illustrated by means of a monitor and a speaker according to
the contents of the data stored in the packet signal as a process
for the obtained packet signal.

As described above, the extracting unit 66 specifies
whether the terminal apparatus is present in the first area 210,
in the second area 212, or on the outside of the second area
214. Herein, it may be said that the first area 210, the second
area 212, and the outside of the second area 214 are the areas
having different priorities. In a case of the second arrange-
ment, the first area 210 corresponds to the priority area and the
second area 212 corresponds to the general area, so that the
priority of the first area 210 is the highest, the priority of the
second area 212 is the second highest, and the priority of the
outside of the second area 214 is low. In this case, it may be
said that the priority of each area is defined according to
importance of the signal, which should be notified. On the
otherhand, in a case of the first arrangement, the first area 210
corresponds to the general area and the second area 212
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corresponds to the priority area, so that the priority of the
second area 212 is the highest, the priority of the first area 210
is the second highest, and the priority of the outside of the
second area 214 is low.

Also, itmay be said that the priority of the first area 210 and
that of the second area 212 are determined according to the
quality of the received signal. In the case of the second
arrangement, the priority of the first area 210 in which recep-
tion quality is high is higher than that of the second area 212
in which the reception quality is low. In the case of the first
arrangement, the priority of the second area 212 in which the
reception quality is low is higher than that of the first area 210
in which the reception quality is high. Further, it may be said
that the priority of the first area 210 and that of the second area
212 are determined according to a distance from the base
station apparatus 10. In the case of the second arrangement,
the priority of the first area 210 having a short distance is
higher than that of the second area 212 having a long distance.
In the case of the first arrangement, the priority of the second
area 212 having the long distance is higher than that of the first
area 210 having the short distance.

The extracting unit 66 detects movement to a different area
by monitoring the area in which the terminal apparatus is
present. For example, this is the movement from the priority
area to the general area. The movement in an opposite direc-
tion is also possible. Further, the movement between the
second area 212 and the outside of the second area 214 such
as between the general area and the outside of the second area
214 and between the priority area and the outside of the
second area 214 is also possible. The extracting unit 66
changes the instruction to the selecting unit 92 and the carrier
sense unit 94 when this detects the movement. For example,
when the extracting unit 66 detects the movement from the
priority area to the general area, this changes a communica-
tion process defined in the priority area to the communication
process defined in the general area. Specifically, the instruc-
tion to the selecting unit 92 is changed to the instruction to the
carrier sense unit 94.

When the extracting unit 66 detects the movement between
the second area 212 and the outside of the second area 214,
this changes the communication process between the com-
munication process in the second area 212 and the commu-
nication process on the outside of the second area 214. The
communication process in the second area 212 is the usage of
the priority period by the selecting unit 92 and the usage of the
general period by the carrier sense unit 94. They are opera-
tions constrained by the frame configuration, so that it may be
said that they are the operations according to operation timing
of'the base station apparatus 10. On the other hand, the com-
munication process on the outside of the second area 214 is
the operation, which does not depend on the frame configu-
ration, by the carrier sense unit 94. It may be said that this is
the operation, which is not related to the operation timing of
the base station apparatus 10. The extracting unit 66 notifies
the notifying unit 70 of the area in which the terminal appa-
ratus is present, thereby notifying the notifying unit 70 that
the area changed.

The notifying unit 70 notifies the driver of the area in which
the terminal apparatus is present based on the information of
the area received from the extracting unit 66. For example,
when the terminal apparatus is present in the priority area, the
notifying unit 70 displays its own vehicle in a navigation
system in red. When the terminal apparatus is present in the
general area, the notifying unit 70 displays its own vehicle in
the navigation system in yellow. When the terminal apparatus
is present on the outside of the second area 214, the notifying
unit 70 displays its own vehicle in the navigation system in
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blue. In this manner, a display color of its own vehicle is
changed according to the area in which the terminal apparatus
is present and this corresponds to change in a mode of noti-
fication according to the area in which this is present. As a
result, the notifying unit 70 notifies that the area changed
when the movement is detected. Meanwhile, the notifying
unit 70 may output a warning alarm when the terminal appa-
ratus enters the priority area or may output warning by sound.
That is to say, it is required that the driver is notified of the
entrance in the priority area. The similar process may be
performed also in the movement between the second area 212
and the outside of the second area 214. The control unit 58
controls operation of an entire terminal apparatus 14.

Operation of the communication system 100 by the above-
described configuration is described. FIG. 8 is a flowchart
illustrating a selection procedure of the priority period or the
general period in the terminal apparatus 14. When the priority
area identifier is “1” (Y at S30) and the received power is
larger than the threshold (Y at S32), the extracting unit 66
determines to use the priority period (S34). When the
received power is not larger than the threshold (N at S32), the
extracting unit 66 determines to use the general period (S36).
When the priority area identifier is not “1”” (N at S30) and the
received power is larger than the threshold (Y at S38), the
extracting unit 66 determines to use the general period (S40).
When the received power is not larger than the threshold (N at
S38), the extracting unit 66 determines to use the priority
period (S42).

FIG. 9 is a flowchart illustrating a display procedure in the
terminal apparatus 14. When the terminal apparatus is present
in the priority area (Y at S60), the notifying unit 70 displays
the vehicle 12 in red (S62). On the other hand, when the
terminal apparatus is not present in the priority area (N at S60)
and is present in the general area (Y at S64), the notifying unit
70 displays the vehicle 12 in yellow (S66). When the terminal
apparatus is not present in the general area (N at S64), the
notifying unit 70 displays the vehicle 12 in blue (S68).

Next, a modified example of the present invention is
described. The modified example of the present invention
also relates to the terminal apparatus, which broadcast-trans-
mits the packet signal in which the positional information and
the like is stored. In the embodiment, the terminal apparatus
is mounted on the vehicle. On the other hand, in the modified
example, the terminal apparatus is carried by a user to be
moved. Such terminal apparatus is operated by an internal
battery, so that it is desired to decrease power consumption
thereof. On the other hand, it is required that the terminal
apparatus notifies the vehicle of the present position of the
user by transmitting the packet signal in order to ensure safety
of'the user. Further, when the user gets into the vehicle while
carrying the terminal apparatus, it is desired that the terminal
apparatus operates in the same manner as the terminal appa-
ratus mounted on the vehicle.

In order to respond to this, the terminal apparatus accord-
ing to the modified example executes only the transmission
process of the packet signal and stops the reception process of
the packet signal when this is present on the outside of the
vehicle. On the other hand, the terminal apparatus executes
the transmission process and the reception process of the
packet signal when this is present in the vehicle. Herein, the
terminal apparatus estimates that this is present on the outside
of the vehicle when this operates by the internal battery and
estimates that this is present in the vehicle when this operates
by an external power supply. The communication system 100
according to the modified example is of the same type as that
in FIG. 1 and the base station apparatus 10 is of the same type
as that in FIG. 2. Hereinafter, difference is mainly described.
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FIG. 10 illustrates the configuration of the terminal appa-
ratus 14 according to the modified example of the present
invention. The terminal apparatus 14 includes the antenna 50,
the RF unit 52, the modem unit 54, the processing unit 56, the
control unit 58, and a connecting unit 88. The processing unit
56 includes a transmission processing unit 82, a reception
processing unit 84, and an estimating unit 86. The antenna 50,
the RF unit 52, and the modem unit 54 execute the operations
similar to those in FIG. 7, so that the description thereof'is not
repeated here. Also, the transmission processing unit 82 cor-
responds to a part to execute a process for broadcasting the
packet signal out of the processing unit 56 in FIG. 7 and the
reception processing unit 84 corresponds to a part to execute
aprocess for receiving the packet signal out of the processing
unit 56 in FIG. 7. Herein, the terminal apparatus 14 is con-
figured so as to be carried by the user as a mobile phone unit,
for example.

The connecting unit 88 is connected to a power supply
terminal provided on the vehicle 12 not illustrated. The con-
necting unit 88 is supplied with power from the power supply
terminal to drive the terminal apparatus 14. On the other hand,
when the terminal apparatus 14 is present on the outside of the
vehicle 12, the connecting unit 88 is not connected to the
power supply terminal and is not supplied with the power. At
that time, the terminal apparatus 14 is driven by the internal
battery not illustrated.

The estimating unit 86 detects whether the connecting unit
88 is connected to the power supply terminal. The well-
known technology may be used to this detection, so that the
description thereof is not repeated here. When the estimating
unit 86 detects that the connecting unit is connected to the
power supply terminal, this estimates that the terminal appa-
ratus is present in the vehicle 12 and when this detects that the
connecting unit is not connected to the power supply termi-
nal, this estimates that the terminal apparatus is present on the
outside of the vehicle 12. That is to say, the estimating unit 86
estimates whether the terminal apparatus 14 is present in the
vehicle 12 or on the outside of the vehicle 12. When the
estimating unit 86 estimates that the terminal apparatus is
present in the vehicle 12, this allows the transmission pro-
cessing unit 82 and the reception processing unit 84 to operate
to execute the transmission process and the reception process.
On the other hand, when the estimating unit 86 estimates that
the terminal apparatus is present on the outside of the vehicle
12, this stops one of the transmission processing unit 82 and
the reception processing unit 84 to stop one of the transmis-
sion process and the reception process. For example, the
estimating unit 86 allows only the transmission processing
unit 82 to operate and stops the reception processing unit 84.
Meanwhile, an opposite case also is possible.

FIG. 11 is a flowchart illustrating a procedure in the termi-
nal apparatus 14. When the terminal apparatus is driven by the
battery (Y at S80), the estimating unit 86 executes the trans-
mission process and stops the reception process (S82). On the
other hand, when the terminal apparatus is not driven by the
battery (N at S80), the estimating unit 86 executes the trans-
mission process and the reception process (S84).

Next, another modified example of the present invention is
described. Another modified example of the present invention
also relates to the terminal apparatus configured so as to be
movable by being carried by the user as in the modified
example. Another modified example of the present invention
is targeted to a case in which the terminal apparatus is present
on the outside of the vehicle. In the modified example, when
the terminal apparatus is present on the outside of the vehicle,
one of the transmission process and the reception process is
stopped in order to decrease the power consumption. On the
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other hand, there is a case in which it is desired to perform the
transmission process and the reception process even when the
terminal apparatus is present on the outside of the vehicle. In
order to respond to this, the terminal apparatus according to
another modified example of the present invention executes
the transmission process and the reception process when this
approaches the base station apparatus. The communication
system 100 according to another modified example is of the
same type as that in FIG. 1, the base station apparatus 10 is of
the same type as that in FIG. 2, and the terminal apparatus 14
is of the same type as that in FIGS. 7 and 10. Hereinafter,
difference is mainly described.

When the extracting unit 66 does not receive the packet
signal from the base station apparatus 10, that is to say, when
the terminal apparatus is present on the outside of the second
area 214 in FIG. 1, the estimating unit 86 stops one of the
transmission processing unit 82 and the reception processing
unit 84 to stop one of the transmission process and the recep-
tion process. On the other hand, when the extracting unit 66
receives the packet signal from the base station apparatus 10,
that is to say, when the terminal apparatus is present in the first
area 210 and the second area 212 in FIG. 1, the estimating unit
86 allows the transmission processing unit 82 and the recep-
tion processing unit 84 to operate to execute the transmission
process and the reception process.

Meanwhile, the connecting unit 88 may switch the opera-
tion depending on whether the terminal apparatus is present
in the first area 210 in place of switching the operation
depending on whether the packet signal from the base station
apparatus 10 is received. For example, when the terminal
apparatus is present in the first area 210, the estimating unit 86
allows the transmission processing unit 82 and the reception
processing unit 84 to operate. On the other hand, when the
terminal apparatus is present in the second area 212 and on the
outside of the second area 214, the estimating unit 86 stops
one of the transmission processing unit 82 and the reception
processing unit 84.

FIG. 12 is a flowchart illustrating a procedure in the termi-
nal apparatus 14 according to another modified example of
the present invention. When the packet signal from the base
station apparatus 10 is not received (N at S90), the estimating
unit 86 executes the transmission process and stops the recep-
tion process (S92). On the other hand, when the packet signal
from the base station apparatus 10 is received (Y at S90), the
estimating unit 86 executes the transmission process and the
reception process (S94).

According to the embodiment of the present invention, the
change in the area is notified, so that it is possible to notify the
driver of a degree of importance set for the area in which the
driver is driving. Also, since the driver is notified of the degree
of' importance set for the area in which the driver is driving, it
is possible to invite the driver’s attention. Also, since the
driver’s attention is invited, it is possible to inhibit probability
of occurrence of the collision accident. Also, since the prior-
ity ofthe area is defined according to the degree of importance
of the packet signal, which should be broadcasted, it is pos-
sible to preferentially transfer the important information.
Also, since the priority of the area is defined according to the
quality of the received signal, a transfer process according to
the quality may be realized. Also, since the priority of the area
is defined according to the distance from the base station
apparatus, the transfer process according to the distance may
be realized. Also, since the mode of notification is changed
according to the area, it is possible to allow the driver to
correctly recognize the area.

The terminal apparatus present in the first area around the
base station apparatus may broadcast the packet signal in the
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general period and the terminal apparatus present in the sec-
ond area enclosing the first area may broadcast the packet
signal in the priority period, so that it is possible to improve
the priority of the communication in the second area. Also,
since the priority of the communication in the second area is
improved, it is possible to improve reception probability of
the packet signal broadcasted by the terminal apparatus
present in the second area. Also, since the reception probabil-
ity of the packet signal broadcasted by the terminal apparatus
present in the second area is improved, it is possible to pref-
erentially transfer the important data. Also, since the first
arrangement and the second arrangement may be switched, it
is possible to switch improvement in the priority of the com-
munication in the first area and improvement in the priority of
the communication in the second area. Also, since the
improvement in the priority of the communication in the first
area from the improvement in the priority of the communica-
tion in the second area may be switched, the area, which
should have the priority, may be selected according to the
intersection. Also, since the selection of the first arrangement
or the second arrangement is indicated by the priority area
identifier, the process may be made simple.

The received power is used for distinguishing the first area
and the second area, so that it is possible to define a range in
which propagation loss is within a predetermined degree as
the first area. Also, since the range in which the propagation
loss is within the predetermined degree is defined as the first
area, vicinity of the center of the intersection may be used as
the first area. Also, since the time-division multiplexing by
the slots is executed in the priority period, the error rate may
be decreased. Also, since the CSMA/CA is executed in the
general period, it is possible to flexibly adjust the number of
terminal apparatuses.

Also, since the subframe used by another base station
apparatus is specified not only based on the packet signal
directly received from another base station apparatus but also
based on the packet signal received from the terminal appa-
ratus, it is possible to improve specifying accuracy of the
subframe in use. Also, since the specifying accuracy of the
subframe in use is improved, it is possible to decrease the
collision probability of the packet signals transmitted from
the base station apparatus. Also, since the collision probabil-
ity of the packet signals transmitted from the base station
apparatus is decreased, the terminal apparatus may correctly
recognize the control information. Also, since the control
information is correctly recognized, it is possible to correctly
recognize the road-to-vehicle transmission period. Also,
since the road-to-vehicle transmission period is correctly rec-
ognized, it is possible to decrease the collision probability of
the packet signals.

Also, since other than the subframe in use is preferentially
used, it is possible to decrease the possibility that the packet
signal is transmitted at the timing overlapped with that of the
packet signal from another base station apparatus. Also, since
the subframe with the small received power is selected when
all the subframes are used by another base station apparatus,
it is possible to inhibit an effect of the interference of the
packet signal. Also, as the received power from another base
station apparatus, which is a source of the control information
relayed by the terminal apparatus, the received power of the
terminal apparatus is used, so that an estimation process of the
received power may be made simple.

Also, since it is estimated whether the terminal apparatus is
present in the vehicle depending on whether this is driven by
the battery, it is possible to correctly specify a case in which
operation with low power consumption is required. Also,
when the terminal apparatus is present in the vehicle, the
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transmission process and the reception process are executed,
so that the process similar to that of an in-vehicle terminal
apparatus may be executed. Also, when the terminal appara-
tus is present on the outside of the vehicle, one of the trans-
mission process and the reception process is stopped, so that
it is possible to decrease the power consumption. Also, when
the terminal apparatus is present on the outside of the vehicle,
only the transmission process is executed, so that it is possible
to notify of the present position while decreasing the power
consumption.

Also, since the present position is notified, it is possible to
notify of its presence, thereby ensuring the safety. Also, since
the terminal apparatus operates with the low power consump-
tion, it is possible to provide a function of the terminal appa-
ratus on the cell phone unit and the like. Also, since the
function of the terminal apparatus is provided on the cell
phone unit and the like, it is possible to easily spread the
communication system. Also, since the transmission process
and the reception process are executed when the terminal
apparatus enters a predetermined area even when this is
driven by the battery, it is possible to execute the process
similar to that of the in-vehicle terminal apparatus as needed.
Also, when the terminal apparatus is present on the outside of
the area, one of the transmission process and the reception
process is stopped, so that it is possible to decrease the power
consumption.

The present invention is described above based on the
embodiment. The embodiment is illustrative only and one
skilled in the art may comprehend that various modifications
of combination of the components and the processes are
possible and such modifications also fall within the scope of
the present invention.

In the modified example and another modified example of
the present invention, the estimating unit 86 stops one of the
transmission processing unit 82 and the reception processing
unit 84 when this estimates that the terminal apparatus is
present on the outside of the vehicle 12 or on the outside of the
predetermined area. However, this is not limitation and the
estimating unit 86 may stop both of the transmission process-
ing unit 82 and the reception processing unit 84 in the above-
described case, for example. According to this modified
example, it is possible to decrease the power consumption.

What is claimed is:

1. A radio apparatus for executing communication with
another radio apparatus, comprising:

an estimating unit configured to estimate whether the radio

apparatus is present in a vehicle or on the outside of the
vehicle; and
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a communicating unit configured to operate a transmission
processing unit for executing a transmission process to
transmit a packet signal including a positional informa-
tion of the radio apparatus and operate a reception pro-
cessing unit for executing a reception process to receive
a packet including a positional information of the
another radio apparatus when the estimating unit esti-
mates that the radio apparatus is present in the vehicle,
wherein

the communicating unit stops one of the transmission pro-
cessing unit and the reception processing unit and causes
the other to continue to operate when the estimating unit
estimates that the radio apparatus is present on the out-
side of the vehicle.

2. The radio apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the
communicating unit stops the reception processing unit and
causes the transmission processing unit to continue to oper-
ate.

3. A radio apparatus for executing communication with
another radio apparatus, comprising:

an estimating unit configured to estimate whether the radio
apparatus is present in a vehicle or on the outside of the
vehicle;

a communicating unit configured to operate a transmission
processing unit for executing a transmission process to
transmit a packet signal including a positional informa-
tion of the radio apparatus and operate a reception pro-
cessing unit for executing a reception process to receive
a packet including a positional information of the
another radio apparatus when the estimating unit esti-
mates that the radio apparatus is present in the vehicle;

a connecting unit connected to a power supply terminal
provided on the vehicle; and

a battery configured to drive the radio apparatus when the
connecting unit is not connected to the power supply
terminal, wherein

the estimating unit estimates that the radio apparatus is
present on the outside of the vehicle when the radio
apparatus is driven by the battery, and

the communicating unit stops one of the transmission pro-
cessing unit and the reception processing unit when the
estimating unit estimates that the radio apparatus is
present on the outside of the vehicle.

4. The radio apparatus according to claim 3, wherein the

communicating unit stops the reception processing unit.
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